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Office of Environmental Health Hazard A

ssessment

Announcement of Chemicals Undergoing Evaluation
in 1999 for PHG Development and Adoption

nder Health and Safety Code Section 116365, as amended by
OEHHA Home he Calderon-Sher Safe Drinking Water Act of 1996, OEHHA
CHSEN LI Rdevelops and adopts Public Health Goals (PHGs) for chemicals
Public Info./Motices [in drinking water. The chemicals undergoing evaluation in 1999
Vieckly Newss are as follows: aluminum, benzene, carbofuran, carbon
rmronn yemmemeng o trachloride, dicholromethane (DCM), diquat, nickel,
Proposition 65 I3 erchlorate, simazine, tetrachoroethylene (PCE), thiobencarb,
Registered ranium and vinyl chloride. OEHHA plans to hold a public
Environmental orkshop in October on the technical reports supporting the
Assessor proposed PHGs, provide draft reports on the website for public
LA L LI E LI e view and comment, and adopt final PHGs by end of 1999. The
Art Hazards following information explains more about PHGs and the
Archive adoption process.
Help!

o st HGs are required for drinking water contaminants for which
SRIRIVR L R reamthere already is a primary drinking water standard (maximum
contaminant level, or MCL) as well as for any newly regulated
ontaminants. PHGs are concentrations of chemicals in drinking
ater that are not anticipated to produce adverse health effects
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after lifetime exposure. They are to be based on risk assessments
onducted using "most current principles, practices, and methods
sed by public health professionals" and certain public health
riteria. PHGs are solely health based; the evaluations provide
health related information to the California Department of Health
ervices for consideration of updating state MCLs on the basis
of the most recent toxicity data and risk assessment methods.
OEHHA has adopted PHGs for 46 chemicals in the last two
years. For more information, please refer to our website at
http://www.oehha.ca.gov/scientific/public_health.html , or
ontact Ms. Juliet Rafol at 510/622-3228.

lick here to go to the California Department of Health Services
ebsite for information on PHGs.

For technical assistance or comments, please contact our Technical Help
Desk
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